General) Survey
The administration of roads in India is a Provincial
subject; but, the Governor-General in Council may, if
he Ihmks so, declare any road to be of military import-
ance; and prescribe conditions as to its construction and
maintenance. Provincial roads are financed out of the
Provincial revenues and are maintained under the super-
vision of the Public Works Department. But, as in
Madras, a large number of them are maintained by the
District Boards. It is not always that expenditure could
be met entirely out of revenue, because of the huge costs
of construction and maintenance. As a consequence, the
Provinces have got to finance them out of loans. In
1928-29 in -Stadias, the total expenditure amounted to
Rs. 150 7 lakhs all of which was financed out of revenue.
Of these, Rs 20-07 lakhs were from provincial and
Rs 130-63 lakhs from local revenues. In this particular
yeai1, however, a loan of Rs 4 15 lakhs was raised by
the Local Governments on original works. In 1930 31
the combined expenditure from revenue, both Provincial
and Local, amounted to Rs 231-45 lakhs; and in 1933-34
to Rs. 127-45 lakhs. The fall in expenditure has been
due to the attenuated revenues owing to the ill effects
of the depression. The major expenditure is from Local
revenues, and in 1930-31 it amounted to Rs. 202 56 lakhs
as against Rs. 28 89 out of the Provincial Revenues.
The Central Government grants loans from the Road
Development Fund for purposes of improvement. This
Central Road Fund is constituted out of the proceeds of
the tax levied on petrol which is now ten annas per gallon
(Central duty). The proceeds from the duty levied on
the imports of motor spirit amounted to Rs. 462-82 lakhs
in 1937 and to Rs. 510 lakhs (revised figures) in 1938.
The budget estimate for 1939-40 is Rs. 542 lakhs. This
apart, the revenue derived from the Central Excise duty
on motor spirit was Rs. 136-32 lakhs in 1937-38 and
Rs. 115-00 in 1938-39. Out of this fund, grants are made
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